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THE  LAW 

OF 

THE  WITNESS 


F INHERE  has  been  an  eternal  law  that  has  been  accepted  by  man  since 
■*-  time  began.  This  is  the  law  of  the  witness.  Jesus  said,  to  the  people 
of  this  day,  "It  is  written  in  your  law  that  the  testimony  of  two  men  is 
true."  This  has  been  an  accepted  principle  by  man  to  preserve  truth,  right 
and  justice.  It  will  continue  to  be  fundamental  in  the  social  and  religious 
life  of  man. 

To  Latter-day  Saints  it  should  be  of  great  significance  in  teaching  the 
Gospel  to  the  nations  of  the  earth.  We  are  sent  out  as  missionaries  two  by 
two  to  bear  witness  that  God  has  again  spoken  from  the  Heavens  and  re- 
stored His  Divine  Church  in  this  day.  Thousands  before  us  have  borne 
witness  of  this  since  the  days  of  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

The  Lord  has  not  only  sent  His  servants  out  to  every  nation,  tongue 
and  people,  but  has  given  to  the  world  a  "New  Witness",  the  Book  of 
Mormon. 

The  testimony  of  the  Three  Witnesses  is  true  in  every  respect.  They  de- 
clare with  words  of  soberness: 

"That  an  angel  of  God  came  down  from  heaven,  and  he  brought  and 
laid  before  our  eyes,  that  we  beheld  and  saw  the  plates,  and  the  en- 
gravings thereon;  and  we  know  that  it  is  by  the  grace  of  God  the 
Father,  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  we  beheld  and  bear  record 
that  these  things  are  true.  And  it  is  marvelous  in  our  eyes.  Neverthe- 
less, the  voice  of  the  Lord  commanded  us  that  we  should  bear  record 
of  it;  wherefore,  to  be  obedient  unto  the  commandments  of  God,  we 
bear  testimony  of  these  things.  And  we  know  that  if  we  are  faithful 
in  Christ,  we  shall  rid  our  garments  of  the  blood  of  all  men,  and  be 
found  spotless  before  the  judgement-seat  of  Christ,  and  shall  dwell  with 
him  eternally  in  the  heavens.  And  the  honor  be  to  the  Father,  and  to 
the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  one  God.  Amen." 

We  shall  not  have  this  experience  before  we  bear  our  witness  to  the 
people  we  meet,  but  we  may  know  of  a  surety  that  the  Book  is  true  if  we 
do  as  counselled  by  Moroni : 

"And  when  ye  shall  receive  these  things,  I  would  exhort  you  that  ye 

would  ask  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  in   the   name  of  Christ,  if  these 

things  are  not  true;  and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real 

intent,  having  faith  in  Christ,  he  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it  unto  you, 

by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

And  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all 

things." 

I  bear  witness  that  I  know  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  word  of  God. 

I  encourage  every  missionary  and  Saint  to  study,  read  it  and  bear  witness  of 

its  divinity. 

—  President  J.  Golden  Snow 
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EDITORIAL 

For  the  Perfecting 
of  the  Saints 

FOR  many  years  a  certain  man.  whom  we  shall  call  Brother  Jones,  had 
not  been  active  in  the  Church.  It  was  well  known  among  the  ward 
members  that  Brother  Jones  was  not  observing  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  It 
was  evident  from  the  odour  about  his  person  that  he  was  not.  One  Sunday, 
after  careful  and  diligent  persuasion  from  his  wife  and  daughter,  he  attend- 
ed a  Sacrament  Meeting  for  the  first  time  since  most  of  the  saints  could 
remember.  The  bishop  of  the  ward  rose  intending  to  announce  the  speaker 
but  instead  of  doing  that  looked  straight  at  the  lost  sheep  returned  and 
delivered  a  20  minute  sermon  on  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  Generally  this  is 
very  poor  practice,  and  the  wife  and  the  daughter  were  afraid  that  their 
efforts  had  been  in  vain.  They  were  sure  the  man  of  their  home,  whom 
they  loved  so  dearly,  would  take  offence  and  never  return  to  Church.  But 
they  underestimated  him.  The  next  Sunday,  a  fast  Sunday,  Brother  Jones 
attended  all  the  services.  During  fast  and  testimony  meeting  he  arose  and 
bore  his  testimony.  He  gave  an  honest  and  deeply-felt  testimony  that  he 
knew  the  Gospel  to  be  true  and  announced  that  from  that  moment  he  was 
forsaking  his  habits  that  were  against  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  but  he  con- 
cluded his  testimony  by  pointing  out  that  "if  all  the  sins  in  this  room 
smelled  like  my  tobacco,  there  would  sure  be  an  awful  stench  in  here." 

Paul  wrote  to  the  Ephesians  that  the  Church  is  for  "the  perfecting  of 
the  saints."  It  is  evident  that  the  saints  are  imperfect.  Those  who  are  perfect 
can  safely  disregard  the  Church.  The  rest  of  us,  however,  are  likely  to 
benefit  from  the  Church  and  are  candidates  to  be  numbered  among  those 
who  are  or  can  be  called  saints. 

The  advantages  of  being  numbered  among  the  saints  are  many.  Princi- 
pal among  them  are  a  clearer  view  of  personal  weakness  and  the  aid  of  an 
entire  army  in  our  struggle  to  overcome  weaknesses.  The  Lord  said  to 
Moroni,  "if  men  come  unto  me  I  will  show  unto  them  their  weakness." 
Paul  wrote  to  the  Hebrews,  "whom  the  Lord  loveth.  he  chasteneth."  A 
saint  knows  his  weaknesses,  and  will  not  allow  himself  to  be  deceived  into 
thinking  he  has  none.  In  the  words  of  John  the  Beloved.  "If  we  say  we 
have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us." 

If  the  saints  are  aware  of  their  weaknesses  and  shortcomings,  whence 
comes  the  strength  to  be  so  happy;  for  surely  there  is  not  a  happier  people 
than  the  saints.  The  source  of  that  strength  is  faith  in  the  Lord's  promise 
that  "I  give  unto  men  weakness  that  they  may  be  humble;  and  my  grace 
is  sufficient  for  all  men  that  humble  themselves  before  me,  and  have  faith 
in  me;  for  if  they  humble  themselves  before  me,  and  have  faith  in  me,  then 
will  I  make  weak  things  become  strong  unto  them." 

The  Church  is  an  instrument  of  grace  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  for 
turning  weak  things  to  strong  things.  Alma  at  the  waters  of  Mormon  declared 
that  one  of  the  qualifications  of  those  desiring  to  enter  the  kingdom 
through  baptism  is  that  they  "are  willing  to  bear  one  another's  burdens." 
This  is  the  secret.  We  are  one  body;  Christ  is  the  head  and  we  the  parts. 
If  one  limb  is  weak  or  injured,  the  entire  body  suffers. 

If  we  are  one  of  the  saints,  the  weakness  of  a  fellow  saint  is  our 
weakness.  We  are  as  sympathetic  and  understanding  of  his  weakness  as  we 
are  of  our  own.  We  can  understand  the  weakness  of  others  because  we 
have  a  clear  view  of  our  own  weakness.  We  realize  that  none  of  us  is  in 
a  position  to  condemn  another.  We  realize  that  there  would  be  "an  awful 
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stench"  were  all  our  sins  to  smell  like  Brother  Jones'  tobacco.  The  weak- 
nesses of  the  saints  should  not  be  barriers  between  the  saints  separating 
"good"  saints  from  bad  saints,  but  a  common  obstacle  to  be  overcome  by 
the  joint  efforts  of  all. 

There  are  right  and  wrong  ways  for  Saints  to  help  each  other.  There 
was  once  an  alcoholic  who  was  able  to  gain  strength  to  give  up  drink  by 
simply  associating  with  the  saints.  No  one  ever  reproved  him  for  his  weak- 
ness, but  the  saints  loved  him  and  gave  him  a  higher  view  of  life  that  did 
not  give  him  time  to  worry  about  his  problems.  On  the  other  hand  occa- 
sional reproof  from  those  in  authority  is  necessary  as  in  the  case  of 
Brother  Jones.  But  we  should  "reprove  betimes  with  sharpness"  seldom 
and  only  when  moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  "showing  forth  afterwards 
an  increase  of  love."  If  we  humble  ourselves,  have  faith  in  Christ  and 
be  willing  to  accept  one  another's  burdens;  we  will  know  when  we  should 
reprove,  when  we  should  keep  silent  (more  than  we  usually  do),  when  we 
should  show  forth  an  increase  of  love  (always);  and  we  will  have  the 
power  and  love  to  do  these  things.  Let  us  continue  in  this  pathway  to 
perfection  'till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  Son  of  God.  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature 
of  the  fullness  of  Christ." 

DPR 


A  NEW  SERIES 

The  Church  Educational 
Programme 

Editor's  Note :  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  articles  on  the  programmes 
of  the  Church.  Some  of  the  programmes  to  he  featured  in  future  issues  are 
the  missionary  programme,  the  genealogical  programme,  the  building  pro- 
gramme, and  others. 

In  the  "general  Epistle"  written  by  the  twelve  in  December  1847 
at  Winter  Quarters  "to  the  Latter-day  Saints  throughout  the  earth- 
greeting,"  it  said: 

"It  is  very  desirable  that  all  the  saints  should  improve  every  oppor- 
tunity of  securing  at  least  a  copy  of  every  valuable  treatise  on  education  — 
every  book,  map,  chart,  or  diagram  that  may  contain  interesting,  useful 
and  attractive  matter,  to  gain  the  attention  of  children  and  cause  them  to 
love  to  learn  to  read;  and  also  every  historical,  mathematical,  philisophical, 
geographical,  geological,  astronomical,  scientific,  practical,  and  all  other 
variety  of  useful  and  interesting  writing,  maps,  etc,  to  present  to  the  general 
church  recorder,  when  they  shall  arrive  at  their  destination,  from  which 
important  and  interesting  matter  may  be  gleaned  to  compile  the  most 
valuable  works  on  every  science  and  subject,  for  the  benefit  of  the  rising 
generations."  (CHC,  vol.  6,  p.  507) 

Following  these  instructions  from  their  leaders  Latter-day  Saints  have 
from  the  very  beginning  of  this  dispensation  made  great  efforts  to  enducate 
their  youth.  Before  the  Saints  had  been  in  Salt  Lake  Valley  3  months,  a 
school  for  children  had  been  built  and  was  in  operation.  Before  they  had 
been  in  the  valley  3  years,  they  founded  the  "University  of  Deseret,"  which 
later  became  the  University  of  Utah.  In  1875  the  Brigham  Young  Academy 
was  begun  in  Provo,  Utah.  This  has  since  become  the  Brigham  Young 
University. 

(Continued  on  page  83) 
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CUMORAH'S  MESSAGE  OF  YOUTH 

Looking  Up  and  Out 

h\    Harvey  L.  Taylor  Administrator 
L.D.S.  Church  Schools 

ri^HIS  is  a  good  time  to  think  seriously  about  life  and  some  of  the  pro- 
■■■  blcms  which  you  face  today  and  which  you  will  continue  to  face  as 
you  grow  into  full  maturity.  Therefore,  more  than  all  else,  I  would  like  to 
say  something  that  might  help  to  strengthen  your  faith  in  yourselves,  faith 
in  your  fellow  men,  and  your  faith  in  God — something  that  might  awaken 
within  each  of  you  a  new  resolve  for  self-discipline  and  increase  service  to 
others;  something,  I  would  hope,  which  might  help  you  to  shape  the  pattern 
of  your  lives  in  such  a  way  to  bring  great  joy  and  happiness,  not  only  to 
yourself,  but  to  all  those  whose  lives  you  touch. 

I  propose  to  talk  with  you  about  seven  dedications  which  I  believe 
are  basic  and  essential  if  you  would  prepare  yourselves  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  our  modern  new  world. 

No.  1.  I  suggest  you  begin  by  dedicating  yourself  to  the  pursuit  of 
personal  excellence.  Establish  the  fact  in  your  own  minds  that  you  are 
individuals  of  dignity  and  great  worth;  that  you  were  created  in  the  image 
of  God  and  given  power  and  dominion  over  all  things  on  earth;  that 
according  to  the  Psalmist,  you  are  '"a  little  lower  than  the  angels  and 
crowned  with  honour  and  Glory.'*  Will  each  of  you  choose  a  set  of  values 
for  yourself,  which  pledges  you  to  be  honest  and  to  speak  the  truth; 
values  which  pledge  you  to  stay  off  the  bargain  counter  by  never 
becoming  vulger,  cheap,  or  common;  values  which  pledge  you  to  learn 
what  is  right,  lair,  and  just,  and  which  will  give  you  the  moral  courage 
to  stand  by  these  precepts  regardless  of  cost. 

No.  2.  Under  all  conditions  and  circumstances,  honour,  sustain  and 
obey  the  law.  While  addressing  a  group  of  young  men  in  Springfield, 
Illinois,  President  Abraham   Lincoln  once  said  : 

"Let  reverence  for  the  laws  be  breathed  by  every  American  mother 
to  the  lisping  babe  that  prattles  on  her  lap.  Let  it  be  taught  in  schools, 
in  seminaries  and  in  colleges.  Let  it  be  written  in  primers,  in  spelling 
books  and  in  almanacs.  Let  it  be  preached  from  the  pulpit,  pro- 
claimed in  legislative  halls  and  enforced  in  courts  of  justice;  and 
in  short:  let  it  become  the  political  religion  of  the  nation;  and  let 
the  old,  the  young,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  grave  and  the  gay  of 
all  sects,  tongues  and  colours  and  conditions  sacrifice  unceasingly  upon 
its  altar." 

May  each  of  you  bring  yourself  to  realise  that  law  is  the  guardian  of 
all  your  rights  and  privileges;  that  it  protects  you  against  injustice  and 
tyranny;  that  it  keeps  the  strong  from  destroying  the  weak;  that  it  is  the 
great  interpreter  of  the  entangling  situations  that  arise  in  our  complex 
society;  that  it  makes  for  efficiency  in  man;  that  without  obedience  to  law 
there  can  be  no  harmony  in  life,  no  government  of  justice,  no  peace,  no 
happiness. 

No.  3.  Train  yourselves  to  become  sensitive  to  the  long-established 
virtues  of  truth,  beauty,  kindness,  sympathy  and  forgiveness.  Become 
more  sensitive  to  loyalty  as  a  human  character  trait,  loyalty  as  a  value 
in  our  system  of  values,  loyalty  to  each  other,  loyalty  to  character-building 
organizations  and  ideals,  loyalty  to  a  family  unit,  and  loyalty  to  your 
church.  You  need  the  aesthetic  appreciation  that  may  be  obtained  from 
great  literature,  from  great  works  of  art,  music,  and  drama.  You  need  the 
stimulus  that  comes  from  the  proximity  of  great  minds  and  great  souls. 
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No.  4.  Develop  a  wholesome  attitude  towards  good  old-fashioned  hard 
work.  I  needn't  remind  you  that  hard  work  built  this  great  country  in 
which  you  live.  It  built  roads  and  bridges,  factories,  homes,  schools,  and 
churches.  It  wrote  constitutions,  charters,  codes,  and  the  laws  by  which 
you  live.  It  drove  men  to  laboratories  and  clinics.  It  fashioned  the  timbers 
upon  which  your  country  stands.  These  timbers  must  not  be  allowed  to 
decay  because  of  loafing  on  the  job  or  by  trying  to  get  something  for 
nothing. 

No.  5.  Build  into  your  lives  a  sincere  appreciation  for  the  work  of 
other  men's  hands  and  brains.  Shakespeare  once  said :  "Blow,  blow,  thou 
winter  winds  that  are  not  half  so  unkind  as  man's  ingratitude  to  man." 
Most  of  what  we  have  today  comes  from  those  who  have  gone  before  (and 
what  a  price  many  of  them  paid  for  their  efforts  —  health,  poverty,  ridicule, 
and  sometimes  life  itself.) 

"A  hundred  times  a  day,"  said  the  great  scientist,  Albert  Einstein,  "I 
remind  myself  that  my  inner  and  outer  life  depends  on  the  labours  of 
other  men  living  and  dead,  and  that  I  must  exert  myself  in  order  to  give 
in  the  same  measure  as  I  have  received  and  am  receiving." 

Only  through  training  yourselves  to  protect  and  not  destroy  can  those 
things  be  preserved  which  have  come  to  have  so  much  worth  and  meaning  to 
you.  The  creative  culture  of  a  people  is  no  safer  than  the  degree  of  appre- 
ciation each  generation  has  for  the  gifts  of  the  past  and  the  present. 

The  cost  is  staggering  to  replace  (if  they  can  be  replaced)  mutiliated, 
broken  desecrated  parts  of  buildings,  works  of  art,  library  books,  memo- 
rial pieces  in  cemeteries,  recreational  facilities  in  parks  and  playgrounds, 
and  rare  trees  and  shrubs  in  yards  and  gardens.  Everything  in  life  will 
have  greater  meaning  and  significance  to  you  if  you  train  yourself  to  look 
with  reverence  and  thanks  upon  everything  which  you  have  to  enjoy,  which 
came  to  you  as  a  creation  of  another  man's  hands  and  brains,  and  which 
makes  this  world  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

Said  Danademis,  an  Indian  philosopher  who  was  teaching  youth 
long  before  the  birth  of  Christ : 

Look  upon  your  benefactors  with  love  and  esteem.  If  it  is  not  in 

your  power  to  return  it,  nourish  the  memory  of  it  in  your  breast  with 

kindness :  forget  it  not  all  the  days  of  your  life. 

No.  6.  Train  yourselves  to  have  an  open,  but  critical  mind.  I  am 
strongly  convinced  that  there  is  no  better  way  to  assure  ethical  behaviour 
based  on  moral  and  spiritual  values  than  for  one  to  develop  an  open,  but 
critical  mind.  Never  before  in  all  the  history  of  the  world  have  people  been 
so  privileged  to  hear  and  read  about  the  beliefs  and  philosophies  of  men 
and  women  living — not  only  in  the  long  recognized  cultural  centres  of  the 
world — but  from  those  now  living  in  jungles,  deserts,  mountains,  and 
far-away  places.  New  mediums  of  communication  have  brought  to  every 
person  a  new  and  drastically  important  responsibility.  Particularly  is  this 
true  for  young  people  like  yourselves.  Today,  as  you  listen  and  read  so 
much  from  so  many  you  should  Keep  an  ouc  i  .  o  ,>j  o  near 

all  but  it  should  be  a  critical  mind  to  aid  you  in  separating  the  wheat  from 
the  chaff.  To  do  this  intelligently  and  without  bias,  you  will  need  to  have 
all  the  facts  in  any  given  situation  before  you  take  sides.  Therefore,  you 
will  want  to  concern  yourself  with  learning  the  truth  about  peoples  and 
countries  everywhere.  You  will  want  information  regarding  their  history 
and  customs,  their  hopes,  needs,  and  ambitions.  You  will  want  to  become 
informed  on  the  motives  of  would-be  leaders  and  the  methods  used  by  them 
to  gain  their  ends.  Then,  and  only  then,  will  you  be  in  a  position  to  decide 
wisely  on  the  many  important  issues  up  for  debate  and  ultimate  decisions 
which  you  and  men  and  women  everywhere  will  have  to  make. 

No.  7.  Seek  unceasingly  to  develop  your  capacity  to  care — to  care 
about  self-control  and  self-mastery.  In  this  regard,  I  recommend  that  you 
make  the  repeating  of  these  lines  a  morning  ritual : 
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O  just   to   know    lliat    1  am   tree 
And  can  command  this  complex  me, 
To  say  "advance"  and   be  obeyed; 
To  meet  an  issue  undismayed. 

(George  H.  Brimhall) 
Sir    Galahad    once    said,    "I    have    the    strength    of    ten    because    my 
heart  is  pure."  And  Socrates,  realizing  the  need  to  develop  his  capacity  to 
care,  cried  out:   "O  God,  I  pray  thee,  make  me  beautiful  within." 

Train  yourself  to  care  about  what  happens  to  people,  all  kinds  of 
people,  and  let  them  know  by  any  one  of  many  ways  that  you  do  care 
about  them,  their  successes  and  achievements,  their  loneliness,  sorrows,  and 
disappointments,  their  health,  and  their  great  desire  to  be  understood  and 
wanted. 

Develop  your  capacity  to  care  about  rendering  service  to  others  without 
hope  of  reward  or  recognition. 

Care  about  what  happens  to  your  country.  Be  aware  of  her  history,  her 
beauty,  her  achievement,  her  goodness,  her  strength,  her  great  men  and 
women,  past  and  present.  Take  a  pledge  that  you  will  never  do  anything  to 
harm  this  great  land. 

Care  about  keeping  hate  and  meanness  out  of  your  lives.  Our  enemies 
use  these  as  weapons  to  weaken  our  relationship  with  one  another  and  as 
a  means  to  belittle  and  destroy  our  moral  and  spiritual  values. 

Develop  the  capacity  to  care  enough  to  set  for  yourselves  worthwhile 
goals  and  then  live  according  to  high  ideals.  Choose  to  associate  with 
people  who  maintain  the  highest  standards.  This  choice,  to  a  great  extent 
will  determine  what  you  become. 

Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord? 
Or  who  shall  stand  in  his  holy  place?  He  that  hath 
clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart;  who  hath  not  lifted  up 
his  soul  unto  vanity  nor  sworn  deceitfully. 

Finally  I  leave  you  with  this  thought: 

To  all  China,  the  Great  Wall  seemed  a  superb  way  to  security,  but 
within  a  few  years,  it  was  breached  three  times  by  the  enemy.  Only  not 
this,  it  was  breached  not  by  failure  of  the  wall  itself,  but  through  bribery 
of  the  gate-keepers.  It  was  weak  inside.  What  really  collapsed  was  character. 

(Dr.  Arthur  Simms) 

AN  HISTORICAL  DEPARTURE  (Continued  from  page  69) 

scheduled  to  leave  at  6.45  p.m.,  but  they  had  to  be  aboard  half  an  hour 
earlier.  Elder  Miller's  plan  arrived  40  minutes  late  from  Durban  so  his 
preparations  were  particularly  hurried.  As  the  time  to  board  the  plane  drew 
near  there  was  the  usual  attempt  to  crowd  two  and  one  half  years  of 
conversation  into  a  few  minutes  with  the  usual  result  that  everyone  forgot 
what  they  wanted  to  say.  The  missionaries  entered  the  customs  hall,  cleared 
customs  and  went  out  the  door  on  to  the  tarmac. 

The  saints  hurried  to  the  balcony.  Brother  de  Wet  remarked.  "We 
have  been  a  bit  seasoned  to  it.  Gerry  went  away  for  nine  months  to  the 
army."  Sister  de  Wet,  when  asked  if  she  felt  seasoned  to  it.  smiled  and 
nodded  courageously  though  there  was  a  little  moisture  in  her  eyes. 
President  du  Preez  remarked.  "We  are  not  worried,  we  know  the  Lord 
will  take  care  of  him  and  bless  him  richly.  We  feel  privileged  to  have 
this  experience."  The  airplane  finally  began  to  move,  and  a  few  minutes 
later  it  was  roaring  down  the  runway.  The  powerful  motors  shook  the 
ground  and  lifted  the  airplane  into  the  air.  A  few  tears  were  shed,  tears 
of  joy,  of  hope,  and  of  good-bye.  Well  the  engines  might  shake  the  ground, 
and  well  might  tears  be  shed,  for  this  was  a  great  moment.  South  Africa 
is  beginning  to  share  its  spiritual  strength  with  other  lands. 
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MISSION  NEWS 


How  Many? 


^EVENTY  FOUR  copies  of  The  Mormon  Story  and  seventy  four  copies 
^  of  the  illustrated  edition  of  The  Book  of  Mormon  were  recently  ordered 
by  the  Orange  Free  State  Provincial  Library  in  Bloemfontein.  The  books 
are  to  be  placed  in  all  of  the  larger  public  libraries  in  the  Orange  Free 
State. 

Sister  Kraus  of  Bloemfontein,  librarian  at  the  Provincial  Library, 
arranged  for  the  books  to  be  placed.  Many  libraries  already  have  copies 
of  the  books,  but  this  is  the  largest  order  for  books  for  libraries  yet  received. 

President  Snow  stated  that  placing  of  such  responsible  information 
about  the  Church  in  public  libraries  will  do  much  to  promote  better  under- 
standing of  the  Church,  its  ideals  and  accomplishments.  He  was  grateful 
for  the  willing  co-operation  received  from  the  staffs  of  the  Provincial 
Library  and  other  libraries  who  have  accepted  and  displayed  books  such 
as  The  Mormon  Story  and  The  Book  of  Mormon. 


Mission-Wide  Convention  Held 

T^OR  the  first  time  in  recent  history,  all  the  District  Leaders  in  the 
-*■  Mission  were  called  to  Johannesburg  for  a  missionary  convention  and 
District  Leaders  meeting. 

Friday,  February  11,  at  2.00  p.m.  in  the  Ramah  Chapel  at  Johannes- 
burg began  the  first  session  of  the  history-making  convention.  In  atten- 
dance were  all  the  missionaries  from  the  Transvaal  and  Free  State  and 
the  District  Leaders  from  Cape,  Eastern  Cape  and  Natal  Districts.  President 
J.  Golden  Snow  presided. 

The  purpose  of  the  Convention  was  to  help  the  missionaries  imple- 
ment the  programmes  and  suggestions  made  by  Brother  Petersen  during 
his  visit  last  December.  During  the  first  session  on  Friday  afternoon  the 
missionaries  were  instructed  on  contacting  people,  their  responsibility  for 
the  new  "share  the  Gospel"  Sacrament  Meeting,  and  the  use  of  filmstrips 
recently  produced  by  the  South  African  Mission. 

Friday  evening  in  President's  Snow's  office  was  held  the  Mission- 
wide  District  Leaders'  meeting.  All  of  the  District  Leaders  in  the  Mission 
met  with  President  Snow  and  exchanged  ideas  and  reported  on  the  pro- 
gress of  the  new  programmes  in  the  various  parts  of  the  Mission.  As  a 
result  many  ideas  that  were  previously  used  in  one  area  are  now  being 
used  all  over  the  Mission. 

Saturday  morning  missionaries  were  instructed  on  budgeting  and 
using  their  means,  and  on  how  to  use  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  Missionary 
work.  President  Snow  has  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  as  the  most  valuable  missionary  tool  available  to  members  and 
missionaries  alike.  After  a  lovely  meal  prepared  by  the  Ramah  I  Relief 
Society,  the  missionaries  had  time  for  an  afternoon  of  sports  and  recrea- 
tion. 

During  the  conference,  President  Snow  observed  that  there  is  a  new 
spirit  in  the  Mission  and  that  he  is  sure  the  South  African  people  are 
going  to  be  more  and  more  receptive  to  the  message  of  the  restoration  of 
the  Gospel.  This  was  the  feeling  expressed  by  many  of  the  missionaries. 
Said  one,  "This  convention  has  been  the  highlight  of  my  Mission,  and 
I  am  sure  that  these  new  programmes  will  be  successful." 
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Mission  lenders  attending  February  Missionary  Convention  pictured  left  to  right:  Elder 
Kenneth  Traveller,  West  Kand  District  Leader:  Elder  Douglas  Ridge,  mission  publications; 
Elder  Stanford  Smith.  Pretoria  District  Leader;  Elder  Glen  Richardson.  East  Rand  District 
Leader;  Elder  Roger  Moore,  Assistant  to  the  President;  Elder  Wayne  Baker.  Free  State 
District  Leader:  Elder  Ronald  Burgencr.  Mission  Home  District  Leader,  Elder  Kenneth 
Scott.  Cape  District  Leader;  President  Snow;  Elder  Paul  van  Uitert,  East  Cape  Di  trict 
Leader:  Elder  Rcid  Hemming,  District  Leader  in  Transfer:  Sister  Snow;  Elder  Rendell 
Pratt.   Natal   Disrtict  Leader:   Elder  Dwight   Butt.  Central   Rand    District   Leader. 

What  is  a  Mormon? 

WHAT  is  a  Mormon?  What  do  they  believe?  What  makes  them  so 
distinctively  different?" 

These  and  other  questions  were  answered  for  Mission  and  Transvaal 
District  Leaders  at  the  first  showing  of  the  South  African  slide  film  pro- 
ductions "What  is  a  Mormon?"  and  "Wat  is  'n  Mormon?"  A  special 
preview  showing  of  the  two  presentations  was  held  February  21  at  Ramah 
Chapel  in  Johannesburg. 

"What  is  a  Mormon?"  was  originally  prepared  by  the  Northern  States 
Mission  and  has  been  in  use  throughout  the  world  in  winning  friends  foi 
the  Church.  The  South  African  adaptation  of  this  filmstrip  was  recom- 
mended by  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen  during  his  visit  to  South  Africa  in 
November  and  December  of  1965. 

The  desire  to  have  "our  own"  filmstrip  has  long  filled  the  hearts  of 
mission  leaders.  Elder  John  R.  Carlson  began  work  on  the  filmstrip  last 
year  at  this  time.  As  a  result  of  his  efforts  a  scrip  was  adapted  from  the 
American  version  of  "What  is  a  Mormon?"  Later,  when  Brother  Petersen 
suggested  the  preparation  of  a  South  African  version,  Elder  Carlson's 
script  was  used. 

Brother  Arnold  Vosloo  of  the  Ramah  II  Branch  proved  an  invaluable 
aid  in  the  production.  Having  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  sound 
and  photography,  and  a  keen  interest  in  making  a  South  African  "What 
is  a  Mormon"  from  the  time  of  his  baptism  into  the  Church,  he  devoted 
many  hours  to  this  work. 

Translation  of  the  "What  is  a  Mormon"  script  into  Afrikaans  was 
done  by  Sister  Carol  de  Wet  with  Brothers  Ben  de  Wet  and  Johann 
Brummer  checking  the  work  and  making  suggestions. 

The  English  "What  is  a  Mormon"  features  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,  Elder  Dwight  Douglas  Butt  as 
Elder  Burton,  Elder  Douglas  Poll  Ridge  as  Narrator  and  as  Jerry.  Elder 
Roger  B.  Moore  as  Tom  and  Elder  Ronald  M.  Burgener  as  Alan.  The 
Afrikaans  "What  is  'n  Mormon?"  features  in  addition  to  Elder  Petersen, 
Johann  Brummer  as  Broer  Nel.  Nerina  van  Niekerk  as  a  narrator.  Jacobus 
Franken  as  a  narrator.  Arnold  Vosloo  as  Jan.  Ben  de  Wet  as  narrator. 
Leonard  Thomas  as  Willem.  Ben  de  Wet  as  Gert.  Carol  de  Wet  as  Marie 
and  Eileen  Reynolds  as  Susan.  The  music  is  done  by  the  Tabernacle  Choir 
and  the  photo  finishing  was  done  by  R.  Esper  photo  laboratories. 
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Director  of  the  production.  Elder  Roger  B.  Moore,  Assistant  to  the 
Mission  President,  said,  "We  would  like  to  thank  those  featured  in  the 
filmstrip  and  all  those  in  any  way  connected  with  the  production.  We 
appreciate  deeply  the  long  hours  spent  rehearsing  and  recording  their 
parts.  During  the  recording  sessions  the  Spirit  of  our  heavenly  Father 
was  strongly  felt.  All  who  were  in  any  way  connected  with  this  presen- 
tation recognize  His  hand  in  guiding  this  work.  Every  decision  made  con- 
cerning the  production  was  made  with  thought  and  prayer. 

The  film  strip  will  be  used  by  missionaries  as  a  means  of  winning 
the  friendship  and  confidence  of  their  contacts.  In  many  cases,  it  will  be 
the  first  impression  that  South  Africans  will  have  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

We  pray  that  it  may  be  an  effective  tool  in  "Sharing  the  Gospel" 
with  the  people  of  South  Africa." 


Transvaal  Changes  Conference  Schedule 

rpHE  First  of  three  Transvaal  District  Conferences  to  be  held  during 
-*■  1966  was  held  February  12  and  13.  In  the  past  only  two  district  con- 
ferences have  been  held,  but  the  Mission  Presidency  have  introduced  a 
third  in  the  Transvaal  as  another  step  toward  instituting  a  full  Church 
programme  there.  In  the  stakes  conferences  are  held  four  times  a  year. 

The  Relief  Society  and  Home  Teaching  programmes  were  emphasized. 
"We  should  make  the  best  use  of  our  time  to  learn  of  all  good  things." 
said  Sister  Rose  Calteaux  in  explaining  the  purpose  of  the  Relief  Society. 
Sister  Calteaux  pointed  out  how  the  Relief  Society  helps  the  sisters  to 
learn  all  good  things.  Speaking  on  the  Home  Evening  programme  Presi- 
dent Snow  said,  "Let  us  not  settle  for  second  best  for  our  children."  and 
he  pointed  out  that  the  weekly  home  evening  is  one  of  the  things  that  can 
help  parents  give  their  children  the  best  of  home  life. 

Close  to  900  people  attended  the  morning  general  session.  The  after- 
noon session  was  also  well  attended,  as  was  the  MIA  Fireside.  The  evening 
fireside  was  a  panel  discussion  on  the  principle  of  integrity  and  how  it  may 
apply  in  the  lives  of  young  people  in  the  Church. 


Ramah   Chapel   is  filled   to   capacity  for    second    session    of   first   of   three    Transvaal    District 

Conventions  this  year. 
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NOTES  FROM  THE   BOOKSTORE 


Books  Available 


¥  N  past  months  a  number  of  book  shipments  to  the  Mission  Bookstore 
-"-  have  been  lost.  For  this  reason  the  bookstore  has  been  unable  to  fill 
main  of  the  orders  received  in  the  last  year.  A  new  shipment  from  Eng- 
land, however,  has  arrived.  A  list  of  the  books  now  available  follows 
It  is  requested  that  orders  for  these  books  be  sent  on  a  bookstore  order 
form  available  from  branch  presidents.  This  will  enable  the  bookstore  staff 
to  fill  orders  with  maximum  speed. 


R  C 

Answers  to  Gospel  Questions 

Vol  1   1.95 

Articles     of     Faith     Library 

Edition  1.80 

Book    of    Mormon    (Library 

Edition) 90 

Cherished  Experiences 2.15 

Christ  in  Ancient  America  ...       2.80 
Discourses     of     Brigham 

Young 2.85 

Doctrine     and     Covenants 

Commentary 3.40 

Doctrine  and  Covenants  and 
Pearl     of     Great     Price 

Library  Edition  1.00 

Essentials  of  Church  History       2.85 

Gospel  Doctrine  2.85 

Gospel    Ideals    2.85 

Home    Memories    of    Presi- 
dent   David    O.    McKay       2.70 

House  of  the  Lord  2.50 

Hymn   Books  (Blue   or    Red)        1.15 
Illustrated   Book  of  Mormon       2.00 

Jesus  the  Christ  2.70 

L.   D.  S.   Reference  Encyclo- 
pedia   Vol.    1    3.50 

L.D.S.    Reference    Encyclope- 
dia Vol.  II  ' 2.50 

Marvelous      Work      and      a 

Wonder 1.25 

Matthew      Cowley     Man     of 

Faith  2.50 

Matthew    Cowley   Speaks    ...       2.85 
Priesthood  and  Church 

Government 1.95 

So     You     Want     to      Raise 

a  Boy 3.20 

Set  of  the  Sail 1.60 

Teachings     of     the      Prophet 

Joseph    Smith    2.50 

The  Challenge   2.00 

The  Great  Apostacy 1.30 

The     Life     of    the     Prophet 

Joseph  Smith 2.50 


R  c 

Truth  Restored 25 

Triple    Combination    (Pocket 

Leather    Edition)    4.65 

Triple     Combination     (Mis- 
sionary   Edition)    6.10 

Triple   Combination   (Family 

Edition) 8.60 

The  Way  to  Perfection  1.45 

What  do  I  do  Now?  2.50 

Bibles: 

MB3  Standard 8.70 

MB3  Indexed 9.80 

MB4   Family    Edition    10.15 

Standard     Size      Bible     and 
Triple  Combination 

Zipper  Covers  1.25 

Pocket       Size       Bible       and 
Triple      Combination 

Zipper  Covers  1.10 

Children's  Books 

Ages  4—8 

About   Baptism    1.10 

About  Prayer 1.10 

Stories  Jesus  Told 1 .40 

Ages  6 — 12 
Child's  Story  of  the  Pearl  of 

Great  Price 1.45 

Child's  Story  of  the  Prophet 

Brigham  Young 1.45 

Child's  Story  of  the  Prophet 

Joseph    Smith    1.45 

Book  of  Mormon  Stories  for 

Young  L.D.S 2.30 

Story    of    Our    Church    for 

young    L.D.S 2.30 

Ages  10—14 

Bible      Stories     for      Young 

L.D.S 2.30 

Ages  12—16 

If  I  were  in  My  Teens 1.45 

L.D.S.  Adventure  Stories   ...       1.45 
(Continued  on  (Hiiie  79) 
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An  Historical  Departure 

i^\N  February  7  three  young  men  left  South  Africa.  With  their  departure 
^^  history  was  made  for  the  South  African  Mission.  For  the  first  time 
a  group  of  young  South  Africans  were  leaving  to  serve  missions  in  foreign 
lands. 

The  three  young  men  were  Elder  Alexander  V.  Comrie,  son  of  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  H.  C.  J.  du  Preez  of  Pretoria;  Elder  Gerald  de  Wet,  son 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Ben  de  Wet  of  Johannesburg;  and  Elder  Brian 
Miller,  son  of  Mr.  Andrew  Miller  and  Sister  Merle  Miller.  Elder  Miller 
is  from  Durban.  Elder  Comrie  and  Elder  de  Wet  were  called  to  the  Nether- 
lands  Mission.   Elder   Miller  was  called  to  the   North   Scottish   Mission. 

On  January  30  the  farewell  services  had  been  held  for  both  Elder 
de  Wet  and  Elder  Comrie.  Both  missionaries  said  they  had  been  very 
surprised  to  receive  their  calls  to  foreign  missions.  Each  had  expected  to 
serve  in  South  Africa,  but  each  was  honoured  to  be  able  to  represent  the 
Lord  and  the  South  African  Mission  in  foreign  lands.  The  de  Wets  and 
the  du  Preez  families  were  confident  that  the  Lord  would  help  them  face 
up  to  the  long  separation  from  their  missionaries,  and  they  were  confident 
the  Lord  would  help  them  meet  the  difficulties  of  keeping  a  missionary 
in  the  field.  The  following  Sunday,  February  6,  Natal  District  gave  a  few 
minutes  of  District  Conference  to  saying  farewell  to  Elder  Miller.  President 
Snow  said  that  he  had  hoped  Elder  Miller  might  serve  in  the  South  African 
Mission  but  the  Lord  had  called  him  to  Scotland,  and  President  Snow 
assured  the  missionary  that  where  the  Lord  wanted  him  was  the  best  place 
to  be.  Elder  Miller  expressed  appreciation  for  the  support  his  brothers 
were  giving  him,  and  said  he  was  overwhelmed  with  the  kindness  of  the 
members. 

Each  of  the  missionaries  received  generous  gifts  from  the  saints  and 
friends.  These  gifts  helped  the  Elders  to  meet  their  travel  expenses. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  February  7,  Elder  Miller  left  Durban 
to  meet  the  other  two  missionaries  in  Johannesburg.  Sister  Beryl  Soane 
from  Durban  writes  of  Elder  Miller's  departure,  "A  large  crowd  were  at 
the  airport  to  see  Brian  depart.  Other  passenges  turned  curiously  to  look 
at  this  slightly  built  young  man  walking  to  the  waiting  plane.  One  of  those 
to  see  him  off  was  another  young  man,  who  watched  with  a  wistful  ex- 
pression. It  was  Barry  Barrowman  who  received  his  release  from  his 
mission  at  the  same  time  Brian  received  his  call.  *Tm  happy  for  Brian, 
and  a  little  envious."  said  Barry. 

About  50  saints  from  Johannesburg  and  Pretoria  were  at  the  airport 
to  see  Elder  de  Wet,  Elder  Comrie,  and  Elder  Miller  off.  The  plane  was 

(Continued  on  page  64) 


ill 


Elder  Alexander 
Comrie. 


Elder  Gerald  de  Wet  Elder   Brain    Miller 
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AND    GOD   WAS   THERE 

This  is  a   poem   found  on   the   body  of  a  dead   soldier.    He  wrote   if 
just  before  his  "zero  hour'*. 

Look,  God  I  have  never  spoken  to  you. 
But  now  I  want  to  say,  "How  do  you  do?" 
You  see  God,  they  told  me  you  didn't  exist, 
And.  like  a  fool,  I  believed  all  this. 

Last  night  from  the  shell  hole  I  saw  your  sky 

I  figured  right  then  they  had  told  me  a  lie. 

Had  I  taken  time  to  see  the  things  you  made, 

I'd   have   known    they   weren't   calling   a   spade   a   spade. 

I  wonder,  God,  if  you'd  shake  my  hand. 
Somehow  I  feel  that  you  will  understand. 
Funny  I  had  to  come  to  this  hellish  place 
Before  I  had  time  to  see  your  face. 

Well,  I  guess  there  isn't  much  more  to  say, 
But  I'm  sure  glad.  God,  I  met  you  today. 
I  guess   the   "zero  hour"  will   soon   be  here, 
But   I'm   not  afraid   since  I   know  you're   near. 

The  signal!    Well,  God,  I'll  have  to  go; 

I  like  you  lots,  this  I  want  you  to  know. 

Look,  now,  this  will  be  a  horrible  fight — 

Who  knows,  I  may  come  to  your  house  tonight. 

Though  I  wasn't  friendly  to  you  before, 
I  wonder,  God.  if  you'd  wait  at  your  door. 
Look,  I'm  crying!  Me  shedding  tears — 
I  wish  I  had  known  you  these  many  years. 
Well.  I  have  to  go  now,  God,  good-bye! 
Strange  since  I  met  you,  I'm  not  afraid  to  die. 


,zr— m 
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TWO  LETTERS 


JJear   [President    Snow: 

I  am  sending  the  enclosed  photograph  of  a  son  of  mine 
along  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  my  wife  received  from  a  soldier 
in  Italy  in  regard  to  the  death  of  our  boy.  This  letter,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  you  may  want  to  make  use  of  in  the 
CSM  as  it  speaks  so  well  of  a  Mormon  boy. 

Our  son,  Kenneth,  named  after  a  grandson  of  President 
Wilford  Woodruff  —  the  first  missionary  to  contact  us  in 
1925  —  was  a  Deacon  and  just  turned  15  years  when  he  joined 
the  army  as  a  Signaller. 

Sincerely, 

Arthur  Fagan. 


Signals    Troop. 
1st   Rnc. 
Italy. 

18/12/1944 


JJear     1 1  Irs.    cfagan: 


I  was  really  shaken  last  night  when  I  heard  about  Ken. 
How  fond  we  all  were  of  him. 

Ken  had  one  trait  in  his  character  of  which  he  was  not 
aware,  something  which  I  cannot  precisely  explain.  Whenever 
I  used  to  see  him  my  troubles  simply  dissolved.  I  used  never 
to  have  to  tell  him  my  troubles.  I  don't  like  that  practice  of 
offloading  my  worries  on  to  anyone,  but  just  with  my  talking 
to  him  I  seemed  to  leave  him  with  my  wounded  spirit  made 
whole. 

In  one  of  my  recent  letter-cards  home  I  confided  to  my 
mother  the  names  of  my  best  friends  in  the  Division  and 
was  myself  much  surprised  to  find  Ken's  name  heading  the 
list.  Many's  the  time  that  has  crossed  my  mind  a  thought 
which  would  have  flattered  him. 

I  have  never  met  you,  or  had  any  conversation  with  you. 
and  yet  the  first  person  I  thought  of  when  I  heard  the  news, 
and  the  first  person  upon  whom  my  thoughts  flashed  was  an 
unseen  Mrs.  Fagan.  I  broke  the  news  to  his  cousin  Ronnie 
Lester  and  we  passed  a  very  solmn  ten  minutes  in  meditation. 
I  am  taking  this  opportunity  of  extending  to  you  my  deepest 
sympathy  in  God's  name. 

Yours  very  sincereiy, 

Signed  :  Edmond  Remon. 
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PIETERMARITZBURG 

Holds    Dinner,    Chooses    Pollyannas 

Reported  by  Connie  de  Bruin 

rf^HE  highlight  of  the  month  was  a  branch  dinner  and  film  show  given 
-*-  in  aid  of  building  fund.  This  was  very  well  supported  and  everyone 
agreed  that  it  had  been  a  wonderful  evening  and  are  looking  forward  to 
more  of  the  same  in  the  future. 

The  Relief  Society  held  its  first  meeting  of  the  new  year  on  Januarx 
25,  when  the  sisters  revealed  their  "Pollyannas"  of  1965  and  chose  new 
ones  for  1%6.  The  sisters  feel  that  it  is  indeed  wonderful  to  know  that  no 
matter  who  else  forgets  birthdays  or  anniversaries,  the  Pollyannas  never 
will. 

The  branch  welcomed  Elder  Anderson  into  their  midst  and  hopes 
that  his  labours  will  be  fruitful. 

The  month  was  brought  to  a  close  with  District  Conference  in  Durban 
on  Sunday  lanuary  30.  It  was  wonderful  to  be  able  to  meet  with  President 
and  Sister  Snow  again;  they  are  truly  wonderful  people  and  are  dearly 
loved  by  the  members  of  this  church. 

The  film  on  Saturday  was  really  wonderful  and  many  saints  left  the 
meeting  watery -eyed. 

It  was  wonderful  to  be  able  to  welcome  a  returning  missionary. 
Andrew  Barrowman.  and  to  wish  Bon  Voyage  to  Brian  Miller  who  is  to 
labour  in  the  Scottish  Mission. 

DURBAN 

Receives    Books    from    Apostle 

Reported  by  Beryl  Soane 

rpHE    Library,   under  the  devoted  the  efforts  being  made  to  build  up 

-*-     and    efficient    care    of    Sister  the  library.  This  kind  man  promptly 

Braithwaite    has    grown    fast.    The  and  generously    sent  off  the  books, 

saints    were    thrilled    and    touched.  The  gesture  was  much  appreciated, 

recently,  to  receive  from  Elder  Le-  and  Sister  Braithwaite  has  a  waiting 

Grand    Richards,    three   auographed  list  for  the  books.  Sister  Bury  has 

copies  of  his  books.  "A   Marvelous  been  of  great  assistance  to  members 

Work    and    a    Wonder.".    "Just   To  busy  with  genealogy. 

Illustrate"    and     "Israel.     Do     You  District    President    Willson*s    face 

Know?"    It    appears    that    Margaret  beamed   as   District  Conference   be- 

Bury.  who  served  a  mission  in  South  gan.  and   Durban  Chapel    began  to 

Africa,  and  who  has  now  made  her  fill    to    capacity,    with   extra    chairs 

home  in  Salt   Lake  City,  where  she  being  brought  in.  The  day  was  very 

is    secretary    to    Brother     Richards.  warm,  and  so  were  the  hearts  of  the 

told  him  about  Durban  Branch,  and  saints.  They  sang  "Come.  Come.  Ye 
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spoke  with  sincere  dedication  and 
conviction.  Present,  also  were  some 
visitors  from  the  States,  Brother 
Walter  L.  Smith,  who  is  in  South 
Africa  to  look  for  oil,  and  Brother 
and  Sister  McCullough,  who  were  in 
Durban  for  two  days  of  their  world 
tour. 

Relief  Society  held  it's  opening 
Social,  a  la  Fresco,  which  was  a 
great  novelty,  the  car  park  being 
turned  into  a  delightful  spot,  with 
coloured  lights  and  flowers  and 
trees.  The  sisters  were  entertained 
by  several  items  from  members  of 
their  number,  party  food  being  serv- 
ed to  them  were  they  sat.  The  even- 
ing was  organised  very  successfully 
by  Sister  Joyce  Wahlburn. 


Saints"  at  the  tops  of  their  voices, 
perhaps  it  being  partly  to  express 
their  happiness  at  having  President 
and  Sister  Snow  amongst  them  again. 
The  emphasis  was  on,  missionary 
work,  this  being  particularly  brought 
home  by  the  presence  of  Andrew 
Barrowman.  newly  returned  mis- 
sionary, and  Brain  Miller,  who  was 
to  depart  in  a  few  days  to  serve  in 
the  Northern  Scottish  Mission. 

"Barry"  Barrowman  looked  a  little 
bewildered  and  lost,  and  said  that 
everyone  seemed  to  have  changed 
so  much  while  he  had  been  away. 

Brain,  looked  excited  and  serious, 
confessed  that  he  was  "feeling 
scared."   Both   of  these   young  men 

EAST  LONDON 

Dependent    Branch    Finds    Hall 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 

rg^HE  Queenstown  Saints  are  now  meeting  in  a  hall  and  the  branch 
-*-  wished  the  missionaries  there  success  in  their  labours  that  this  small 
Mormon  community  may  grow. 

The  Eastern  Cape  missionaries  have  proved  their  worth  as  basketball 
players  and  have  been  playing  quite  regularly. 

The  East  London  Saints  gathered  at  the  Chapel  on  Monday  January 
31  to  hear  the  new  "Share  the  Gospel"  Programme.  It  was  a  privilege  for 
the  saints  to  have   President  and  Sister  Snow  with  them  once  again. 

On  Saturday  January  29,  a  number  of  the  saints  gathered  at  Bonza 
B\y  for  a  watermelon  feast.  Not  only  were  the  watermelons  delicious  but 
also  very  handy  for  rubbing  purposes. 

PORT  ELIZABETH 

Receives    Mission     President 

Reported  by  Audrey  O'Ehiey 


PORT  Elizabeth  members  were 
thrilled  with  another  visit  by 
President  and  Sister  Snow  on  Feb- 
bruary  1.  1966,  so  soon  after  their 
visit  in  December.  They  brought 
with  them  the  wonderful  new  "Share 
the  Gospel"  Programme.  President 
Snow  delivered  his  message,  and 
then  the  film  "Come  Back  My  Son" 
was  to  be  shown.  However,  there  was 
a  little  fault  with  the  projector,  and 
while  the  "Branch  Mechanics"  set  to 
work,  the  Relief  Society  Sisters  came 
to  the  rescue  as  usual  with  refresh- 
ments and  members  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  to  President  and 
Sister  Snow.  In  no  time  the  "mecha- 
nics" had  the  projector  in  order  and 
the  inspiring  film  was  shown  and  en- 


joyed  by  all. 

During  December  a  Branch  Din- 
ner was  organised  by  the  Relief 
Society  Sisters  and  was  held  at  the 
Chapel.  Everyone  turned  out  in  full 
force  and  the  dinner  took  the  form 
of  a  buffet  supper.  There  was  food 
"to  feed  a  regiment"  and  the  sisters 
were  congratulated  by  all  for  their 
outstanding  effort. 

The  Christmas  Party  was  held  for 
the  children  at  the  Chapel  and  Father 
Christmas  remembered  the  Port 
Elizabeth  Branch.  Ice  cream,  cakes, 
sweets,  cooldrinks  and  puddings 
were  served  and  a  Fancy  Dress  con- 
test was  held.  There  were  pirates, 
fairies,  angels  and  black  native  boys. 
After  the  party  Father  Christmas  ar- 
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rived    amid    the    bustle    of    excited  part   of    the    afternoon    came    when 

children.    The    party   was   concluded  lather  Christmas  shook  hands  with 

by    Father    Christmas    handing    out  all  the  children  and  wished  them  a 

presents    to   everyone   and   the    best  Happy  Christmas. 

SALISBURY 


T 


Adapts    to    Petrol    Shortage 

Reported  by  Jean  Bean  and  Minnie  Swalwell 
IHE  New  Year  opened  with  the  Salisbury  saints  planning  and  re- 
adjusting church  activities  in  order  to  minimise  car  travelling  as  much 
as  possible  due  to  the  petrol  rationing.  However,  there  has  been  some 
slight  reduction  in  attendance  at  most  of  the  church  functions,  although 
Sunday  School  and  Sacrament  meeting  attendance  have  been  fairh  well 
maintained. 

I  he  highlight  of  the  month  was  the  Sunday  School  fund  raising  pro- 
ject which  was  held  on  Saturday  evening  January  29.  This  function  was 
originally  planned  to  be  a  Car  Rally,  but  owing  to  petrol  rationing  it  was 
changed  to  a  "Pioneer  Night",  to  which  members  were  invited  to  come 
dressed  as  "Mormon  Pioneers"  and  also  to  be  prepared  to  tell  one  of  the 
many  pioneer  stories. 

Owing  to  the  uncertain  weather  and  the  prevalence  of  thunder  showers 
the  function  was  held  in  the  Cultural  Hall  which  was  suitably  decorated 
for  the  occasion. 

Supper  in  the  form  of  a  delicious  stew  served  pioneer  style  from  a 
huge  bake-pot  augmented  with  fresh  buttered  rolls  later  followed  by  scones, 
cakes,  coconut  ice.  etc.,  was  thoroughly  enjoyed.  The  sisters  responsible 
were  congratulated. 

The  games  played  were  most  enjoyable.  The  star  event  was  probably 
the  rodeo  and  horse  races  (on  saddles  —  these  being  very  kindly  supplied 
by  Brother  Jack  Stevens).  This  latter  game  caused  endless  mirth  and  en- 
joyment to  both  old  and  young,  although  some  of  the  "older  horses'*  were 
almost  foundered  by  the  event. 

Members  of  the  Salisbury  Branch  were  especially  happy  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  again  seeing  and  hearing  President  Evan  P.  Wright,  who  was 
passing  through  Salisbury  on  his  way  to  the  Republic  of  South  Africa. 

Relief  Society  and  Primary  are  still  in  recess,  but  both  are  looking 
forward   to   resuming  their  activities  again  in   February. 

Visiting  Teaching  and  Work  Meetings  were  held  during  recess  and 
the  sisters  were  delighted  to  finish  completely  their  first  quilt. 

MOWBRAY 

Rally,    Braai    Lead    Activities 

rpHE  year's  activities  began  with  Dudley  Harford  and   the  Dallender 

-*-     a     Motor-Rally,    held    by    the  family    have    been    to    Durban    on, 

MIA  on  January  4.  All  taking  part  vacation, 
agreed  these  rallies  are  good  fun.  District  Conference  was  held   on 

Then,  there  was  a  bathe  and  braai  January     22    and    23.    There    were 

party    held    at   the    Todd    home   on  special    meetings    for    each    of    the 

January  11  .It  was  a  grand  evening.  auxiliary  organisations.   An  evening 

Eaters  and  swimmers  alike  having  a  meeting   was   held   on   the  Saturday 

most    enjoyable   time.  evening  which  was  attended  by  many 

Rex  and  Pat  Lowe  and  the  chil-  members  and   friends.  On   the  Sun- 

dren  returned    from   their   extended  day.  there  were  three  sessions.  The 

tour  of  Europe  and  the  States.  They  first   was  a  Genealogy   Meeting,   at 

are  all  looking  fit  and  full   of  joy  which  much  information  was  given 

at    the    experience    they    have    had.  regarding  the  research  work  neces- 
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sary   to  complete    family  lines.   All  Another   family   who    have    come 

meetings  were  well  attended.  Espe-  to     stay     are     Brother     and     Sister 

cially  were  all  grateful  for  the  many  Grey.     Sister    Grey     was     formerly 

musical  items  which  were  put  on.  Jean    MacGill    and   is   well    remem- 

One  of  the  happiest   members  in  bered  as    a   missionary   who   served 

the    branch    must    surely    be    Sister  part  of  her  time  at  old  "Cumorah." 
Cynthia    Nielssen,    whose   daughter, 

Astrid.   together   with    her  husband  The  Relief  Society  social  was  held 

and   little  ones  have  returned  from  on  January   27.   An   enjoyable  quiz 

Wales  to  make  their  home  in  South  on  the  scriptures,  arranged  by  Sister 

Africa.  The  branch  welcomed  Bro-  Lorraine  Bibb,  stimulated  the  sisters 

ther     Conway     and     Sister     Astrid  to  a  resolution  to  do  more  study  in 

Richards  and  the  children.  1%6. 

SPRINGS 

Family    Visits    Temple 

Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

BROTHER  and  Sister  Richard  Dalldorf  delivered  their  farewell 
addresses  on  January  9  and  on  the  15th  left  Cape  Town  by  Edinburgh 
Castle  bound  for  England  where  they  were  sealed  in  the  Temple. 

On  the  9th  Sisters  Mills  and  Reckas  arrived  in  Springs.  The  branch 
was  delighted  to  have  these  young  ladies  labour  in  this  part  of  the  South 
African  Mission  and  hope  that  their  efforts  will  be  blessed  with  much 
success. 

On  January  7  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  group  combined  with  the 
adult  Sunday  class  to  hold  a  most  enjoyable  braai  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Tommy  Jubber. 

The  Genealogical  class  enjoyed  a  well  patronised  braai-cum-water 
melon  bust  at  Murray  Park  on  January  29. 

The  MIA  dance  festival  held  at  Ramah  on  January  25  brought  a 
good  deal  of  success  to  Springs.  Brother  John  Hugo  and  Sister  Jill  Arm- 
strong won  the  tango  award;  Brother  Cedric  Mew  and  Sister  June  van 
Niekerk  won  the  rumba  award  and  brother  Temple  Futter  and  Sister 
Stephanie  Hugo  won  the  samba  award. 

Sister  Helen  McMillan  presented  each  award  winner  with  a  certificate 
of  achievement  at  the  MIA  opening  social  on  February  1.  Brother  Ray 
Phillips  called  on  the  award  winners  to  demonstrate  the  dances  in  which 
they  excelled  at  the  festival.  With  President  Hulbert  at  the  organ.  Brother 
John  Hugo  split  the  party  in  two  for  the  Virginia  reel  and  a  good  turn 
of  heel  and  toe. 

On  January  22  the  MIA  held  a  sunrise  testimony  service  and  early 
bird  breakfast  at  Murray  Park.  Sister  McMillan  reports  that  it  was  quite  a 
spiritual  experience  and  a  fine  way  to  strengthen  one's  testimony. 

Primary  re-opened  on  January  19  with  a  well  patronised  party.  Sister 
Norma  Hulbert  reports  that  the  sale  of  the  Children's  Friend  is  very 
favourable. 

RAMAH  I 

Sisters    Honour    Mother 

Reported  by  Olive  H.  Dewsnup 

rTIHE  sisters  of  Ramah  First  got  The  District  MIA  Dance  Festival 
-■-  together  to  surprise  Sister  was  held  at  Ramah  and  the  many- 
Jackie  Samuel  by  giving  her  a  baby  lovely  exhibitions  of  dancing  show- 
shower  at  her  home.  Sister  Samuel  ed  how  hard  the  various  Dance 
received  many  beautiful  gifts  and  Directors  had  worked, 
was  very  thrilled  with  them.  During  January  the  branch  re- 
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eeivcd  visits  from  President  Evan  P.  second     daughter     of     Lynelte     and 

Wright.  Dr.  Merrill  and  Sister  (iard-  Roy    Bradley.    I  he    funeral    services 

ner  from  Salt  Lake  City.  at   Ramah  ( Shape]  was  conducted  by 

It  is  with   regret  that  the   Branch  President  Samuel  who  also  dedicated 

observed  the  passing  of  Lesley  Fay,  the  grave. 
VEREENIGING 

Rings    Wedding    Bells 

Reported  by  Elaine  Sheasby 

'EDDING  Bells  rang  out  in  the  new  Vereeniging  Chapel  for  the  first 
time.  Brother  Pieter  Maree  was  joined  in  matrimony  to  Sister  Marie 
Antonette  Janse.  who  was  also  baptized  recently.  The  branch  wished  them 
both  every  happiness  in  their  future  life. 

Relief  Society  has  been  in  recess,  and  to  open  the  New  Year  a  social 
will  be  held  on  January  29. 

Primary  for  the  New  Year  was  opened  by  taking  the  children  to  the 
Zoo  at  Dickinson  Park,  where  they  spent  a  very  enjoyable  morning.  Pri- 
mary welcomed  Brother  Stephen  Brummer  as  a  teacher. 

The  MIA  has  been  completely  reorganised  and  the  new  officers  and 
teachers  are  as  follows.  Heading  the  YMMIA  is  Brother  E.  Slabbert  with 
councillors  Brother  O.  McKnight  and  Brother  H.  Kingsley.  On  the  YWMIA 
Sister  Valeric  Snyman  is  President  with  Sister  M.  McKnight  and  Sister 
G.  Partrigde  as  counsellors.  The  general  secretary  for  MIA  is  Sister 
Maureen   Reeder. 

The  Vereeniging  Branch  wishes  the  Saints  a  new  year  of  growth  and 
prosperity. 

OOS-RAND 

Hon     fakkonferensie 

Verslag  deur  Lucy  Carr 

"|T\IE    jaarlikse    Takkonferensie    is  MIA  en  derhalwe  groei  die  getalle 

-"^    op    Januarie    8   gehou.    Weens  aan.  Gedurende  die  afgelope  maand 

die  feit  dat  so  baie  lede  met  vakan-  is  'n  besoek  aan  die  skaatsbane  ge- 

sie  weg  was,  was    die  vergaderings  bring    en  dit    het   seepglad   verloop. 

nie  so  goed  bygewoon  as  wat  ander-  Om   die  vervoerkwessie  die   hoof 

sins  die  geval   sou   gewees  het   nie.  te   bied.  word  ..Primary"  nou  Son- 

Dit  was  veral  bemoedigend  om  Pre-  dagoggend     voor     Sondagskool     ge- 

sident  en   Suster  Snow  teenwoordig  gehou. 

te  he.  Drie    silwer    skinkborde    vir    die 

Broer  F.   Alexander  is  as  Groep-  bediening   van   die    nagmaal    is   aan 

leier  nou  voltyds  in  beheer  van  die  die    Oos-Randse    tak    geskenk    deur 

ouderlinge.  Sy  plek  in  die  Takpresi-  die    tweede    ..quorum"    van    Ouder- 

densie    is    ingeneem   deur  Broer  V.  linge.  Die  lede  het  hulle  dank  betuig. 

Jacobs,  terwyl  Broer  B.  Ardendorff  Dit  is  met  leedwese  dat  ons  ver- 

die  derde  lid  uitmaak.  neem    van    die    skielike    dood    van 

As    gevolg    van    'n    program    wat  Suster  van  de  Walt  op  Januarie  12. 

voorsienig    maak  vir  groter  aktiwi-  Slegs    twee    weke    hierna    is    Suster 

teite  stel   meer  jong  lede  belang  in  Pienaar  ter  aarde  bestel. 

CARLETONVILLE 

Garden,    Dinner    Busies    Saints 

Reported  by  Jean  Alexander 

HE  Saints  in  Carletonville  are  still  very  busy  working  in  the  garden 

and  on  the  Chapel  on  Saturday  afternoons. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  are  keeping  busy  raising  funds.  A  Chinese 
Dinner  was  held  on  February  4.  chop-sticks  being  sold  at  a  small  fee  and 
a  lot  of  fun  was  had  by  everybody. 
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Brother  Billy  Soil  is  serving  a  year  at  Army  Training  in  Pretoria. 
The    Branch    wish    him    God's    richest    blessings. 

Sister  Eggers  was  sustained  as  the  new  Primary  Mother  after  the 
release  of  Sister  Alexander.  Being  a  mother  of  eight,  Sister  Eggers  will 
make  a  fine  job  of  her  new  assignment. 

Elder  Anderson  has  left  Carletonville  after  a  four  month  stay.  The 
saints  welcomed  Elder  Porter  to  the  branch. 


PRETORIA 


Welcomes    MIA    Leaders 

Reported  by  Catherina  J.  Du  Preez 


Brother  Alexander  V.  Comrie  had 
his  Farewell  Testimonial  service  on 
Sunday  January  30  and  will  be  leav- 
ing for  the  Netherlands  shortly  after 
that. 

With  sadness  of  hearts  the  branch 
said  farewell  to  a  very  dear  sister. 
Sister  Petronella  Janse  Van  Vuuren. 
who  passed  away  on  January  7 
after  many  months  of  great  pain  and 
suffering.  She  was  laid  to  rest  on 
January  12.  Elder  Johan  H.  L.  Smit 
paid  tribute  to  her  faithfulness  and 
courage  throughout  her  illness  and 
the  beautiful  example  she  left  be- 
hind. 


ri^HE  branch  was  most  inspired 
■*-  by  having  the  Mission  and 
District  MIA  Presidencies  in,  full  at- 
tendance on  Tuesday  December  28. 
Their  wise  council  and  guidance  was 
appreciated. 

The  Branch  welcomed  into  the 
fold  Brother's  Aubrey  Reynecke  and 
Johannes  S.  van  Zyl  who  were  bap- 
tised on  January  8.  The  Branch  also 
congratulate  Brother  Aubrey  Rey- 
necke who  has  been  called  to  serve 
as  the  Age  Group  councillor  in  the 
YMMIA. 

It  was  wonderful  having  Sister 
Snow,  Sister  de  Wet  and  President 
Powrie  at  Relief  Society  Conference. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

Obtains    Ground    for    Extensions 

Reported  by  Lida  v.  d.  Leek 
ri^HE  greatest  news  of  the  branch  is  that  at  long  last  the  piece  of  ground 
-*■   just  behind  the  existing  Chapel  has  now  been  offered  to  the  Church. 
The  members  are  all  sure  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  has  helped  them  to 
obtain  this  very  long  sought-after  piece  of  land. 

During  the  beginning  of  the  month  President  Snow  and  Sister  Snow 
came  to  Bloemfontein  to  introduce  the  new  missionary  plan  of  "Every 
Member  a  Missionary".  The  branch  has  accepted  the  plan  with  open  arms. 

The  branch  extended  to  Sister  Wasserfal  and  her  family  a  hearty 
welcome.  They  recently  moved  to  Bloemfontein  from  Port  Elizabeth. 

WELKOM 

Says    Good-bye,    Hello 

Reported  by  Anne  Robinson 
welcomed    all    the       Brothers  Grobler  and  van  Zyl  who 


rpHE    branch 

-*-  holiday-makers  back  into  the 
branch,  and  it  appears  that  they 
had  a  lovely  time  at  the  coast  and 
are  well  refreshed. 

The  branch  also  said  'totsiens'  to 
Elder  Tolman,  and  welcomed  Elder 
Baker. 

The     branch     also     congratulated 


were  advanced  to  priests,  and  Bro- 
thers Piatt  and  Smith  who  were 
made  deacons. 

For  the  first  Sacrament  Service  of 
the  year,  lovely  talks  were  presen- 
ted by  the  leaders  of  each  auxiliary, 
and  the  Primary  children  rendered  a 
song  entitled  "I  Thank  Thee  Dear 
Father." 
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A  Message  from  Canada 

TN  recent  months  a  number  of  poems  b)  Sister  Evelyn  Elizabeth  Vcster- 
-*-  felt  of  Ontario,  Canada,  have  appeared  in  the  pages  of  the  CSM.  I  he 
quality  of  her  poetry  is  such  that  when  the  January  issue  of  the  Relief 
Society  Magazine  announced  that  she  had  won  the  first  prize  in  the  Annual 
Relief  Society  Short  Story  Contest  it  was  no  surprise. 

Sister  Vesterfelt  has  sent  a  number  of  poems  for  publication  including 
one  written  especially  for  the  saints  of  Southern  Africa.  It  is  an  honour 
for  the  CSM   to  present  a  selection  of  these  poems. 

The  Sunday  School  Teacher 

Mine  is  a  great  and  sacred  trust. 
These  sweet-faced  children  in  my  care 
Place  in  my  hand  their  hand.  I  must 
Teach  them  in  love  with  humble  prayer. 
Eyes  that  are  honest  look  into  mine, 
Tiny  hands  folded  and  eyes  shut  tight; 
Lord,  I  acknowledge  this  miracle  divine. 
These  children,   precious  within  Thy  sight! 

What  shall  I  teach  you,  little  child? 
Soft  shining  hair  and  eyes  so  blue! 
Jesus  was  gentle,  loving  and  mild, 
Once  He  was  tiny,  just  like  you. 
"Tell  us  a  story,"  Peter  pleads. 
"Story!"  cries  Stephen,  "Story  now!" 
Quietly  I  search  for  each  child's  needs 
As  reverently  in  prayer  they  bow. 

Here  are  Thy  precious  tender  flowers, 

Two    years    to    five    years,   their   love   o'erflows. 

These  are  not  wasted  Sabbath  hours. 

Moment  by  moment  their  knowledge  grows! 

If  I  have  reached  one  spirit  sweet. 

Out  of  the  many  I  teach  this  day. 

Lord,  I  am  thankful.  These  tiny  feet 

Willingly,  trustingly  walk  in  Thy  way. 

November  14,  1963. 

Holy  Baptism 

If  all  the  happy  moments  of  my  life 
Could  gather  in  my  sight  and  merge,  as  one; 
How  small  a  joy  t'would  be,  compared  to  this, 
How  distant  is  yon  star,  how  bright  the  sun ! 

If  all  the  fears  and  hatreds  I  have  known 
Should  cast  their  shrowded  shadow  at  my  door 
Demanding  entry!  I  would  meet  the  foe 
Safe  in  the  Love  of  God  forevermore. 

If  I  could  take  the  years  of  knowing  not. 
In  balance  with  this  memorable  day. 
Those  years  would  be  forgotton  and  forsaken 
As  humbly,  in  His  sight,  I  kneel  to  pray. 
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If  I  could  measure  joy  and  chart  its  course, 
This   span    would    be   its   zenith,   this   my  goal; 
Innumerable  are  Thy  joys,  O  Lord, 
Ineffable,  Thy  works  upon  my  soul ! 

This  day  is  mine,  I  hold  it  to  my  heart. 
Endeavour  to  record  it  with  my  pen 
Wondering,  that  unto  me  these  things  are  given! 
My   cup   of  joy   o'erflows   dear    Lord.   Amen. 

February  4.  1951. 

A  Message  of  Love 

If  I  could  clasp  your  hand, 

Spanning  the  countless  miles,  the  alien  land 

This,  would  I  say  to  you. 

"Though  far  away,  my  love  shines  through ! 

Truly  our  hearts  are  one, 

Lightened  by  truth,  brighter  than  noonday  sun ! " 

The  highest  mountain  peak 

Is  but  a  plateau  when  with  love  we  speak! 

With  joy  our  voices  ring 

In  unison,  "Rejoice,  the  Lord  is  King." 

In  reverence  we  bow. 

Renewing  once  again  our  sacred  vow. 

Your  eager  hand  and  mine 

Stretch'd    forth    to    share    the    Sacrament    divine. 

No  longer  strangers  be, 

But  brother  and  sister  in  God's  family. 

I    know   your  every   need,   though   far  away 
Together  we  unite  each  Sabbath  day. 

— Written  especially  for  the  Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger 
as  a  message  to  the  Saints  of  Southern  Africa  by  Sister 
Evelyn  Elizabeth  Vesterfelt  of  Ontario,  Canada. 

Sister  Vesterfelt  was  born  in  Leeds,  Yorkshire,  England.  She  served 
with  the  British  Army  during  World  War  II,  and  went  to  Canada  as  a 
war  bride  in  1946.  She  joined  the  Church  in  February  1951.  She  has  one 
son  who  is  18  and  is  attending  Brigham  Young  University  in  Provo,  Utah. 
She  teaches  literature  in  Relief  Society  and  is  a  Junior  Sunday  School 
teacher  and  chorister.  She  also  conducts  the  music  in  Sacrament  Meeting. 
Her  home  is  now  in  Sudbury,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  she  often  contributes 
to  the  Sudbury  Star. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  BOOKSTORE  (Continued  from  page  68) 

Additional  Notes:  The  following  bound  volumes  of  back  issues  of  the 
CSM  are  available  from  the  bookstore:  Volumes  18  to  22  (1944-47),  and 
Volumes  27  to  29  (1952-54).  Volumes  18  to  22  are  bound  together  and 
are  in  the  form  of  one  volume  which  is  available  for  R2.00.  Similarly, 
Volumes  27  to  29  are  bound  into  one  volume  which  is  also  available  for 
R2.00. 

President  Evan  Wright  would  like  to  know  if  anyone  in  the  Mission 
has  an  extra  copy  of  Volumes  4-8  (1932-34)  of  the  CSM.  Anyone  having 
an  extra  copy  of  these  volumes  and  willing  to  sell  it  to  President  Wright 
should  contact  the  CSM   Business   Manager  at  the  Mission  Home. 
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INTRODUCING 


NATHAN 
ELDON 
TANNER 


Second   Counsellor  in   the 
First  Presidency 

1~T  requires  unusual  faith  for  a  man  to  turn  down  a  position  as  head  of 
■*-  a  300  million  dollar  company  on  the  grounds  that  the  position  would 
take  him  away  from  his  Church  work.  Such,  however,  is  the  faith  of 
President  Nathan  Eldon  Tanner,  Second  Counsellor  in  the  First  Presidency 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Elder  Tanner,  a  former  industrial  and  political  leader  in  West  Canada, 
began  his  career  in  the  public  schools  of  Alberta.  He  was  principal  in 
Cardston  from  1928  to  1932  during  which  time  he  also  served  one  term 
on  the  town  council.  Next,  he  was  elected  to  the  Alberta  Legislature, 
becoming  Speaker  of  that  body.  Later  he  was  appointed  Minister  of  Lands 
and  Mines  in  the  provincial  cabinet.  He  served  also  as  chairman  of  the 
Alberta  Research  Council  in  1942  and  provincial  commissioner  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  Association  in  1946. 

From  1952  to  1958  he  was  a  leader  in  Canadian  industry,  serving  first 
as  president  of  Merrill  Petroleums,  Limited,  and  director  of  the  Toronto- 
Dominion  Bank  of  Canada.  When  arrangements  were  made  that  he  could 
serve  as  president  of  Trans-Canada  Pipe  Lines,  Limited,  and  still  fulfill  his 
responsibilities  as  president  of  Calgary  Stake,  he  accepted  the  former 
position.  More  recently  he  was  named  president  of  the  Canadian  Gas 
Association  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  University 
of  Alberta.  He  has  also  been  a  director  of  National  Trust  Company 
Limited,  Consolidated  Freightways,  Inc.,  Inland  Cement  Company  Limited, 
and  Merit  Oil  Limited.  He  has  been  president  of  Merit  Oil  Limited  and 
Provincial  Products  Pipeline,  Limited. 

As  a  church  worker.  Elder  Tanner  has  filled  responsible  positions  as 
bishop  of  the  Cardston  First  Ward,  and  president  of  the  Edmonton  Branch. 
When  Elder  and  Sister  Tanner  moved  to  Edmonton  with  their  five  children 
in  1937,  they  "swelled"  the  number  of  Church  members  in  the  Edmonton 
Branch  from  fifteen  to  twenty-two  members.  By  the  time  he  moved  to 
Calgary  in  1952,  the  branch  had  developed  a  membership  of  well  over 
five  hundred,  and  the  first  Edmonton  LDS  chapel  had  been  built.  From 
1953  to  1960  he  served  as  president  of  the  Calgary  Stake.  On  October  8. 
1960,  he  was  called  as  an  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  and  in 
October  of  1962  he  was  called  to  the  Council  of  Twelve.  On  October  4, 
1963  he  was  called  to  be  Second  Counsellor  in  the  First  Presidency. 
-♦- 

Elder  Tanner  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City,  May  9,  1898,  the  son  of 
Nathan  William  Tanner  and  Edna  Brown  Tanner  who  went  from  Utah 
to  Southern  Alberta  by  covered  wagon  in  1897.  His  mother  returned  to 
Salt  Lake  City  where  he  was  born.  She  returned  to  Canada  with  her  baby- 
when  he  was  just  a  few  weeks  old.  He  lived  there  until  he  was  called  to 
be  a  general  authority. 

He  married  Sara  Isabclle  Merrill  of  Hill  Springs,  Alberta,  December 
20,  1919.  They  have  five  daughters  all  of  whom  are  married,  and  they 
have  twenty-two  grandchildren. 
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FEATURE 


Q 


ur 
cJemple 


Story 


by  B.  de  Wet 


ri^HE  6th  of  July  was  a  very  busy  day  for  the  de  Wet  family  of  Primrose. 
-*-  for  at  last  our  dream  was  to  be  realised  as  we  were  going  to  the 
London  Temple.  I  had  to  pinch  myself  to  make  sure  it  wasn't  just  a  dream. 
My  dear  wife  looked  around  and  said  are  we  really  going  at  last,  I  guess 
so  I  said. 

Our  friends  and  family  were  there  to  see  us  off  and  we  wished  a  few 
more  were  leaving  with  us.  We  arrived  at  the  Church-owned  boarding 
house  via  3  railway  trains  and  one  bus.  We  got  there  an  hour  after 
Brother  and  Sister  Laycock,  the  caretakers,  had  returned  from  holiday. 
Two  hours  earlier  and  we  would  have  come  to  a  closed  door  as  the  place 
is  locked  up  when  they  go  on  holiday.  Our  Lord  has  really  been  good  to 
us  and  it  was  wonderful  to  be  so  close  to  the  London  Temple.  We  could 
not  wait  to  attend  a  service.  We  were  always  afraid  something  might  go 
wrong  and  we  would  be  deprived  of  going. 

The  very  next  day  we  went  to  the  Temple  and  enjoyed  what  was  in 
store  for  us.  What  a  lovely  sight  to  see  the  Temple  set  in  such  beautiful 
grounds  with  all  the  lovely  lawns  and  flowers  blooming  with  its  fragrance 
in  the  air. 

As  we  walked  toward  the  front  entrance  the  door  opened  for  us. 
somebody  standing  there  to  welcome  us  and  receive  our  recommends.  You 
just  forget  everything  to  enjoy  this  momentous  occasion  to  the  fullest. 
After  the  many  blessings  given  to  us,  we  enter  to  receive  our  endowments 
and  then  we  enter  the  Celestial  Room;  what  a  heavenly  experience!  We 
stood  around  enjoying  its  beauty  before  entering  the  sealing  room  to  be 
sealed  to  my  dear  wife  and  children.  We  kneeled  and  faced  each  other 
clasping  our  hands  together  and  looked  into  the  great  beyond  together 
which  is  eternity  and  felt  unafraid  to  venture  by  His  grace.  Here  we  found 
the  purpose  of  it  all  and  it  was  satisfying  to  us. 

Then  they  brought  our  three  children  into  the  sealing  room  to  be 
sealed  to  us,  all  dressed  in  white  looking  so  angelic.  We  were  sealed  as  a 
family  for  time  and  all  eternity  and  we  felt  it  was  not  in  vain. 

The  sacrifice  we  made  to  attend  God's  Temple  was  repaid  to  us  a 
hundred  fold.  Let  us  all  look  forward  to  a  bright  tomorrow  for  His  coming 
is  soon. 
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FROM   OUR   FILES 


BLESSINGS 


WET. 

1465. 


RAMAII    II 

biased   on    November       LEE.    Sandra 
1965. 


was     blessed     on     October     3, 


BAPTISMS 


CARLETONVILLE 
VAN      ROOYEN.      l.udivic     Johannes      was 

baptized     on     January     I.     1466. 
VAN      ROOYEN.     Beth      was     baptized     on 

January    I,    1466. 
VAN   ROOYEN.   Helen   Dcnisc   was  baptized 

on  January   1.    1466. 
VAN    ROOYEN.    John    Anthony    Louis    was 

baptized   on    January    I.    1466. 
VAN    ROOYEN.    Lance    Andrew    was    bap- 
tized   on    January    1.    1466. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 
DRI.SKEL,        Shirley        was        baptized        on 

February  12.   1466. 
UTERMOHLEN.    Lilian    Pctra    was    baptized 
on  February  12.  1%6. 

DURBAN 
Hope      Jane      was     baptized      on 
1.    1466. 

Peter     Robert     was     baptized     on 
January   8.    1466. 

EAST  LONDON 
Johanna      Hendrika     Sophia     was 
October     2.     1465. 
EAST    RAND 
CARSTENS.    Anna    Maria    was    baptized    on 

January    1.    1466. 
IACOBS.     Belinda     Margaret     was     baptized 
February  3.  1466. 


MASON. 

January 
SOANE. 


MASON. 

baptized 


KRUGERSDORP 
KILIAN,        Charlotte        was        baptized        on 

January  15.   1466. 
KILIAN,    Dcnisc    was    baptized    on    Januao 

15.    1466. 
KILIAN.    Noclinc    was    baptized    on    January 

15.    1466. 
KILIAN.       Ernest       Pcrcival       Bernard      was 

baptized    on    January     15.     1466. 
RAATH.    Allen     Edward    John    was    baptized 

January     15.     1466. 

PRIMROSE 
DEGENAAR.        Henrietta       Elizabeth       was 

baptized     on     February     5,     1466. 
DOYLE.     Jennifer-Ann     Cramcnt      was     bap- 
tized    on     February     5.     1466. 
FOWLES.      Celia      Joy      was      baptized      on 

February  5.    1466. 
FOWLES.      Diane      Elizabeth      was     baptized 

on   February  5.   1466. 
LANGENHOVEN.      Catherina      Jacoba      was 

baptized    on     February    5.     1466. 
RAMAII   II 
HOGAN.     Florence    Elizabeth     was    baptized 

on   December   5.    1465. 
MARX.    Terence    Michael    was    baptized    on 

December    5.    1465. 
THOMAS.    Arthur   Leonard   was   baptized   on 

July  31.  1465. 


ORDINATIONS 


CARLETONVILLE 
SOLL.     William     Mathews     —     ordained 
Deacon    on    October    10,    1465. 
DURBAN 
SOANE.      Peter      Robert      —     ordained 
Deacon    on    January    30.     1466. 
EAST  LONDON 
SHELVER.      Alfred.      Jr.      —      ordained 
Deacon    on    February     13.     1466. 
KRUGERSDORP 
SWANEPOEL.      Julius      —       ordained 
Elder    on     February    13.     1466. 
MOWBRAY 
ANDREWS.    Ronald    Alfred    —    ordained 
Deacon    on    January    30.    1466. 


BARRIS.     William     Arthur     --     ordained     a 

Deacon    on    January    30,     1466. 
GELDENHUYS.   Edwin   Brian   —  ordained   a 

Priest    on    January    30.    1466. 
GROENEWALD,      Louis      —      ordained      a 

Priest    on    January    30.     1466. 
HARRISON.   James    Adriaan    —   ordained    a 

Deacon    on    January    30.     1466. 
RAMAH    I 
DAUBNEY.    Peter    Graham    —    ordained    an 

Elder    on     February     13.     1466. 
RAMAH  II 
BRENTOT,   Norman    Eugene   —   ordained   an 

Elder    on     February     13.     1466. 
COCKRELL.    David     Frederick    —    ordained 

an    Elder    on    February     13.    1466. 


DEATHS 


BRAKPAN 

VAN     DER     WALT.    Elies     Susanna     Maria 

died    on    January     11.     1466. 

KRUGERSDORP 

BANFIELD.     Brett     Frank    Stanley    died    on 

February  2.  1466. 


SPRINGS 
ELLIS.    Johanna    Dorcthea    Gczina    died    on 

December   23.    1465. 
PIENAAR.    Johanna     Dorcthea    Gczina    died 

on  January  26.   1466. 
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CHURCH  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMME  (Continued  from  page  61) 

In  1912  the  first  Latter-day  Saint  seminary  was  opened  near  Granite 
High  School  in  Salt  Lake  City.  The  seminary  was  to  provide  an  hour  of 
religious  instruction  each  day  to  those  L.D.S.students  attending  the  high 
school.  The  L.D.S.  "institutes"  located  near  many  universities  provide 
similar  instruction  for  university  students.  Both  the  seminaries  and  the  in- 
stitutes are  operated  seperately  from  the  public  schools  and  comply  fully 
with  the  doctrine  of  separation  of  church  and  state. 

In  addition  to  the  Brigham  Young  University,  the  Church  maintains 
institutions  of  higher  learning  in  Utah,  Idaho,  and  the  Islands  of  the 
Pacific.  Since  1875  the  Brigham  Young  University  has  become  the  largest 
church  operated  university  in  the  United  States  with  an  enrolment  of  more 
than  19,000  students.  Others  include  Ricks  College,  in  Rexburg,  Idaho, 
the  L.D.S.  Business  College  in  Salt  Lake  City,  the  Church  College  of 
Hawaii,  the  Church  College  of  New  Zealand,  and  a  number  of  high  schools 
and  elementary  schools  in  the  Pacific  Islands,  Mexico  and  South  America. 
Since  1912  the  seminary  programmes  have  grown  to  include  1,358  semina- 
ries with  more  than  81,000  students.  There  are  now  some  39  full-time  and 
96  part-time  Institutes  of  Religion  serving  university  students  all  over  the 
United  States. 

This  vast  Church  educational  system  reflects  the  value  Latter-day 
Saints  place  in  education.  The  Latter-day  Saints  believe  that  man  possesses 
a  divine  spark  that  enables  him  to  become  a  creator.  Man  can  learn  to 
build  a  better  world,  and  education  is  a  means  to  fan  that  spark  into  a 
creative  flame.  So  education  should  give  man  the  power  to  use  knowledge 
to  create. 

Education  is  a  means  of  learning  the  truth.  The  Latter-day  Saint 
view  of  education  is  unique  for  three  reasons.  First,  it  holds  God  to  be  the 
source  of  all  truth.  In  the  words  of  Joseph  F.  Smith,  "I  believe  that  the 
Lord  has  revealed  to  the  children  of  men  all  that  they  know.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  man  has  discovered  any  principle  in  science,  or  art,  in 
mechanism,  or  mathematics,  or  anything  else,  that  God  did  not  know 
before  he  did."  That  means  all  branches  of  knowledge  are  important  and 
that  it  is  worthwhile  to  study  them.  Second,  since  all  truth  comes  from  God, 
all  truth  must  be  learned  the  way  truth  about  God  is  learned;  and  truth 
about  God  is  learned  by  applying  knowledge  about  God.  Thus  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  view  education  as  a  search  for  pure  intelligence  rather  than  a 
search  for  knowledge,  and  again  in  the  words  of  Joseph  F.  Smith,  "Pure 
intelligence  comprises  not  only  knowledge,  but  also  the  power  to  properly 
apply  that  knowledge."  This  view  of  education  means  that  the  proper  kind 
of  education  can  have  a  great  effect  for  good  in  the  life  of  the  student, 
and  this  is  why  the  Church  has  built  such  a  vast  educational  system.  As 
Heber  J.  Grant  once  said,  "the  specific  purpose  of  the  Church  school 
system  is  to  make  Latter-day  Saints." 

Note :  This  month's  cover  features  a  photograph  of  the  Joseph  Smith 
Memorial  Building  on  the  Campus  of  the  Brigham  Young  University.  The 
Eyring  Physical  Science  Center  is  in  the  background. 

Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  four  articles  sent  to  the 
CSM  by  Brother  Taylor.  Widely  respected  as  a  teacher  and  counsellor  of 
youth,  Brother  Taylor  writes  messages  on  topics  of  immediate  concern 
for  youth.  Brother  Taylor  has  had  many  years  experience  in  education  and 
at  present  serves  as  Administrator  of  the  Church's  world-wide  educational 
system. 
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MISSIONARY 
ACTIVITIES 


A,. 


I  I  l  >l  K  PAUL 

VAN   UITERT 

Suit    L:ikc    Cit>.    I  t.ih 


APPOINTMENT 


ELDER  PAUL  D.  VAN  UITERT,  appointed  District  Leader  of  the  East  Cape  District 
on  February  10,  1966.  Elder  van  Uitcrt  has  served  in  Germiston.  Mission  Home. 
Salisbury  and  Roodepoort. 


TRANSFERS 


ELDER    W.    REID    HEMMING,    transferred    from    Quccnstown    to    Mission    Home.    February 

11.    1966. 
ELDER    ROGER    WILLIAMS,    transferred    from    Cape    Town    to    Roodepoort.    February    II. 

1966. 
ELDER     NEVILLE     L.     VAN     ROOYEN.     transferred     from     Blargowric     to     Roodenoort. 

January  29,   1966. 
SISTER    MARCIA    A.    MILLS,   transferred    from    Durban    to   Springs.    December    13.    1965. 
ELDER   MONTY   J.    EGGETT.   transferred    from    Roodepoort    to   Pretoria.   January   29.    1966. 
SISTER    THEONE    J.    RECKAS,    transferred    from    Krugersdorp    to    Springs.    December    13. 

1965. 
ELDER    BENINCOSA    Jr.,    transferred    from    Kimberley   to   Pretoria.    February    II.    1966. 
ELDER    LOUIS    A.    MOFFITT,   transferred    from    Pretoria    to   Cape    Town.    March    3.    1966. 
ELDER    DUDLEY    RUSHTON.   transferred    from   Cape   Town   to   Salisbury.    March   8.    1966. 
ELDER   LAYNE   HAMILTON,  transferred   from   Pretoria   to  Cape   Town.    February   11.    1966. 
ELDER   THOMAS    RICKS,   transferred    from    Boksburg    to    Kimberley,    Februarv    II.    1966. 
ELDER    ALBERT    WARD,    transferred    from    Salisbury    to    Pretoria.    March    8.    1966. 
ELDER   BRADLEY   M.   CLAWSON,   transferred    from  South   Hills  to   Bulawayo.   January   2^. 

1966. 


LEFT   FOR    HOME  .  .. 


ELDER  RICHARD  A. 
YATES 

British    Columbia. 
Canada 


SISTER  JOAN   D. 
WILSON 

Klerksdorp. 
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ELDER  EROLD 
JUBBER 

Springs.   Transvaal 
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